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architect,	but	ultimately	realised	by	 the	community.	 	The	 jury	assessed	 the	great	potential	
of	the	design,	which	helps	the	community	develop	a	healthy	sense	of	pride,	hope	and	unity,	
while	 creating	 a	 solid	 foundation	 for	 the	 development	 of	 the	 society.	The	 fact	 that	Kéré	
built	a	primary	school	for	Gando	exemplifies	his	commitment	to	education.This	was	the	first	
of	many	 awards,	while	 others	 included	 the	Global	Award	 for	 Sustainable	Architecture	 in	
2009	and	the	BSI	Swiss	Architectural	Award	in	2010.	Awarded	many	times,	Kéré	combines	
research	and	experience	as	a	lecturer	at	the	Technische	Universität	in	Berlin	and	as	an	architect	
in	his	own	 studio.	His	 research	contributes	 to	 the	 impartial	development	of	 strategies	 for	
architecture	with	 local	 character.	Kéré	 has	 defined	 himself	 as	 “a	 cultural	 bridge	 between	
technically	and	economically”	developed	countries	and	less-developed	African	countries





































3. Lower secondary school building, Burkina Faso
An	increase	in	government	funding	for	secondary	education	in	2010,	enabled	fifty	students	
to	begin	classes.	While	waiting	for	the	new	school	building	and	new	classrooms,	their	lessons	
were	held	 in	 the	primary	school.	 	The	construction	of	a	 secondary	school	building	began	
in	May	2011	and	was	finished	in	2013.	This	is	Kéré’s	biggest	project	up-to-date.	The	new	
building	complex	consists	of	 twelve	classrooms,	a	 library,	an	administrative	building	and	































































covering,	make	 this	 a	 very	 interesting	object	 due	 to	 the	material	 used	 and	 the	 architect’s	
unique	idea.	The	use	of	traditional	clay	pots	to	create	holes	for	light	and	ventilation	is	a	unique	
phenomenon	in	the	world.	The	clay	pots	were	brought	to	the	site	by	local	people,	then	cut	
appropriately	 and	 placed	 on	 the	 formwork	 between	 the	 structural	 beams.	Once	 prepared,	
the	 roof	was	covered	with	concrete,	 thus	creating	 the	possibility	of	vertical	ventilation	of	
the	building	and	its	indirect	illumination.	A	rectangular	lightweight	steel	ventilated	roof	sits	































for	 the	storage	of	goods	and	social	events	 related	 to	 this.	The	building	should	 incentivise	
the	government	and	other	non-governmental	organisations	to	allocate	more	funds	essential	
to	 educate	professionals	 in	 the	fields	of	 healthcare,	 development,	 agricultural	 technology,	
education,	water	management	and	forestry.	The	target	group	of	the	project	is	a	community	
























The	 whole	 building	 complex	 is	 an	 example	 of	 contemporary	 architecture	 with	 very	
interesting	forms,	which	were	created	from	building	materials	available	in	the	area,	gathered	
by	 the	 local	 community	 during	 its	 construction.	 Climatic	 conditions	 imposed	 a	 method	




R e f e r e n c e s
[1]	 http://www.kerearchitecture.com/projects/school-extension-gando/
[2]	 http://www.archdaily.com/262012/in-progress-school-library-gando-kere-architecture/
[3]	 http://archleague.org/2012/02/francis-kere/
[4]	 http://www.e-architect.co.uk/events/diebedo-francis-kere-lecture
[5]	 http://lc-architects.blogspot.com/2013/01/escuela-de-tierra-gando-burkina-faso.html
[6]	 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kere_Secondary_school_gando.JPG
[7]	 http://www.kerearchitecture.com/projects/womens-association-centre-gando/
[8]	 http://www.kerearchitecture.com/projects/teachers-housing-gando
